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Sir: 



Supplemental Response 



This paper is being filed in reply to the Notice of Incomplete Reply, mailed February 9, 
2004, in connection with the above application. 



The 




-^Incomplete Reply was issued because Applicants' allegedly failed to 



REMARKS 



respond to the outstanding double patenting rejection. The Examiner alleges that Applicants' 
qualification concerning the filing of a terminal disclaimer "if necessary" is unresponsive. 
Applicants' thank the Examiner for courtesies extended during an informal conversation held on 
February 20, 2004, and Applicants summarize the substance of this conversation below. 

Applicants note that the previously filed amendments accompanied a Request for 
Continued Examination (RCE). Given that there is no requirement that an RCE address each and 
every point raised in a previous Office Action, the issuance of a Notice of Incomplete Reply is 
moot. Accordingly, this application is in an appropriate condition for continued prosecution 
based on the RCE and amendments filed November 25, 2003. 
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CONCLUSION 



In view of the foregoing remarks, Applicants submit that the previously filed reply is 
fully responsive, and that the pending claims are in condition for allowance. Early and favorable 
reconsideration is respectfully solicited. The Examiner may address any questions raised by this 
submission to the undersigned at 617-951-7000. Should an extension of time be required, 
Applicants hereby petition for same and request that the extension fee and any other fee required 
for timely consideration of this submission be charged to Deposit Account No. 18-1945. 
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